Social programme enchants participants

On Wednesday, the first day of the congress, the
obligatory guided tour of the congress venue took place
again. This time, the DCA organised two parallel tours.
One tour focussed on Gaudi's masterpiece, the Sagrada
Familia. Construction of Barcelona's world-famous
landmark began in 1882. Completion is expected on the
100th anniversary of Gaudi's death in 2026. The Sagrada
Familia, which is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is
Gaudi's most extensive and unique work and fascinated
the 90 participants of the DCA not only with its very
elaborate construction, but also with the atmosphere
inside the church. The breathtaking play of light and colour
through the church windows varies depending on the time
of day and surrounds visitors with a partly mystical flair.
Afterwards, the tour participants were able to take a closer
look at another building designed by Gaudi, Casa Mila,
also known as La Pedrera, on Passeig de Gracia. It is
Gaudi's last residential building with spectacular construction innovations, techniques and
decorations and is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

The second city tour took the 55 DCA participants to Barcelona's oldest neighbourhood, the
Gothic Quarter or Barrio Gothic. Through narrow, winding streets grouped around the centre
of the city, La Seu Cathedral, we took a walk through the history of the city, which began as
the Roman settlement of Barcino. The tour continued in the El Born neighbourhood, whose
name refers to an area where tournaments and jousting matches between medieval knights
used to take place, today's Passeig del Born. Here you can stroll through a time of medieval
splendour, when the rich merchants had their Gothic palaces built. The merchants lived side
by side with the craftsmen, sailors and guilds involved in the construction of the Basilica of
Santa Maria del Mar, the most impressive example of Catalan Gothic architecture. The
Boqueria market, with its colourful presentation of goods that appeals to all the senses, was
not to be missed. The tour was rounded off
= with a wine tasting. Both city tours then met
= up in the Ocafia bar near the Las Ramblas
shopping street in the Gothic Quarter for a
drink. In a large Moorish-style cellar vault,
refreshments were served and stimulating
I conversations were held. Afterwards, the
i& buses took the tour participants back to the
hotel.

¥ A separate article about the meeting of the
Women Empowering HDD group will follow
s here shortly.

In the evening, a cocktail reception awaited the guests on the roof terrace of the congress
hotel. Despite the windy weather, the organisers dared to offer their guests an impressive
setting with an illuminated pool and bar area and a beautiful view of the hotel's surroundings.
The patrticipants enjoyed the ambience and the wind, which soon died down, while savouring
delicious canapés, intended as a starter for the dinner, and cool drinks. The Simultaneo
restaurant then hosted a dinner buffet followed by a get-together. Stimulating conversations
were held in a relaxed atmosphere. The hotel bar was then open to everyone at a late hour for
more drinks.



On Thursday, the second day of the
congress, a day trip to Montserrat
Monastery was on the programme this time.
A group of 15 women were welcomed by tour
guide Roger and accompanied through the
day. We first travelled by coach on well-
maintained winding roads through an
impressive landscape with magnificent views
of the Catalan hinterland. In the Montserrat
Nature Park lies the Benedictine monastery
of the same name, Santa Maria de !
Montserrat, the symbol of Catalonia, around
45 kilometres north-west of Barcelona. Once
there, at an altitude of 721 metres, the ladies
were greeted by a spectacular view of the
monastery and the Sant Joan funicular railway. With a gradient of 65%, it is the steepest
funicular railway in Spain. The ride up to the St. Joan mountain station turned out to be quite
pleasant and the rest of the programme took its course. The group hiked down to the
monastery on the 6-kilometre hiking trail under a bright blue sky and through beautiful
countryside. There were indescribable views as far as the Conserolla Mountains off Barcelona
and the Pyrenees, even as far as the Mediterranean Sea.

Back at the monastery, we visited the monastery church with its atmosphere of energy, strength
and tranquillity. The Black Madonna, also known as La Moreneta, the patron saint of Catalonia,
is enthroned above the high altar of the basilica and is venerated by numerous pilgrims. During
the free time that followed, everyone was able to enjoy the fresh air, great views, peace and
spirituality. A small farmers' market offered many local products such as sheep's and goat's
cheese, nuts and herbs. The typical sweet bread Coquet de Montserrat and ricotta with honey
were sampled. The day continued with a bus journey to the Cal Noio restaurant in El Bruc.
There, a delicious lunch of typical Spanish tapas, stuffed canelloni and, of course, créme
catalan for dessert awaited the ladies. The group did their best with the quantities, but had to
admit defeat in the meantime. Many then used the journey back to Barcelona to relax and
process their impressions. Everyone returned to the congress hotel at around 4pm in the
afternoon..

As every year, the DCA had come up with
something special for the gala evening. A total of
230 guests travelled in 5 buses to the Hotel
Miramar, a former Noucentisme-style palace on
the Montjuic mountain. They were welcomed on
the hotel's illuminated panoramic terrace by the
sound of Spanish guitars and two flamenco
dancers. They enjoyed the breathtaking
panoramic view over the city of Barcelona and the
Mediterranean Sea while savouring delicious
drinks and snacks. Afterwards, the gala dinner
was held not far from the terrace in the hotel at
festively laid round tables in a lively atmosphere.




As the gala dinner drew to a close at around 10
p.m., the sounds of the Rumba Catalana group that
had already been spotted in the hotel's pool area
caught the guests' attention. The two flamenco
dancers encouraged everyone to join in and many
dared to join the relaxed group of dancers. The
scene was accompanied by the oversized DCA logo
projected onto a hotel wall!

After the show act, a DJ took over the stage by the
pool and created a lively atmosphere, especially for

= the DCA team itself. DCA President Jorn Stoelinga
then had an involuntary date W|th the pool when he walked backwards towards the pool while
taking photos. At around 00.30, the buses took the revellers back to the congress hotel. The
evening ended at the hotel bar. A small group of 20 guests then made their way to the Apollo
bar and partied there until dawn with many local young people. Among them were the
organisers of the event.

The third day of the congress had no special social programme, but was used by many
guests for a bit of sightseeing in Barcelona. Many extended their stay for a short holiday or to
conduct further business.



