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Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Ordinary Members‘ Meeting 2023

Patentkrug hotel, Oldenburg

Wednesday, 29th March 2023
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Technical information

to the event
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Technical information to the event

Invitation – Documents

▪ The invitation to today's meeting was sent to you in due time via Member Info 04/2023 on 23 

February 2023.    

▪ Hard copies of the handout are available for on-site participants.

▪ With this Participation Info you have also received the table document for today's meeting. 

Presentation

▪ All important points of today's meeting will be accompanied by two PPT presentations, one in

German and one in English.

▪ The presentation will be transmitted by the technology on the screens 1 and 2.

▪ The respective speaker is shown in the meantime via beamer.
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Language regulation

▪ The members' meeting will traditionally be held in German or English, depending on the

speeches.

▪ Participants with on-site presence can use the usual technology for simultaneous translation

as before (wireless receiver, headphones, etc.).

▪ Participants in the Zoom conference have the option of selecting the interpreter function in the

lower menu bar. Please select the appropriate language. Our technical department will take

care of the coordination.

▪ Note: The interpreter function only works when using the Zoom app.

Technical information to the event 
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Voting

▪ When voting, e.g. on the adoption of the agenda, if there are any requests for changes, please

indicate this by a show of hands.

If there are no requests for changes, the agenda/minutes etc. are deemed to have been

adopted.

▪ Voting in the hall is done by raising the voting card.

▪ Voting by zoom is possible (the new law in Germany is published).

▪ The procedure for the upcoming election of the board will be explained again at a later date.

Technical information to the event
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Contributions to discussions

▪ Contributions to discussions are always welcome! The respective speaker will invite

discussion at the end of his/her presentation.

▪ The discussion will be dealt with in the order in which they are received. Please state your

name and company affiliation when asking questions.

▪ Questions may be asked in either German or English.

▪ There will be a microphone at each seat in the conference room that can be used for

discussion contributions.

▪ Members of the Zoom conference who wish to contribute to the discussion may do so by a

show of hands.

Technical information to the event
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Technical questions during the Members‘ Meeting

▪ The technique can be reached at any time via the chat function directly in the Zoom meeting.

Technical information to the event
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Item 1: 

Welcome, 

Determination of the quorum, 

Approval of the agenda and minutes of 

2022 Members‘ Meeting
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Quorum of the meeting



10

Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

1 Welcome, determination of the quorum, approval of the agenda and minutes of 

2022 Members‘ Meeting

2    Report of the board

2.1 President’s Report 

2.2 Reports of the departments (current DCA projects)

2.2.1 Task Group 3 – Technical Guidelines

2.2.2 Task Group 2 – Coating

2.2.3 Task Group 4 – Data Acquisition and Logging

2.2.4 Task Group 5 – Subsoil (DCA/GSTT)

2.2.5 Training and further education

Agenda
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2.2.6 Task Group GW 340 (DVGW, Germany)

2.2.7 Sponsorship program

2.2.7.1 General update

2.2.7.2 Presentation J. Rotter (Noise emissions on HDD construction sites)

2.3 Report of the DCA-Representatives 

(Italy, Spain, UK, France, Scandinavia)

2.4 Treasurers‘ Report 

2.5 Report of the financial auditors 

3 Exoneration of the board

Agenda
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4 Business year 2023

4.1 Change of Statutes

4.2 Board election

4.2.1 President

4.2.2 Vice-President (Small Scale Drilling) 

4.2.3 Vice-President (Large Scale Drilling)

4.2.4 Vice-President (Associate members)

4.2.5 Treasurer

Agenda
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4.3 Resolution of the Members fees

4.4 Task and goals 2023/24

4.5 Budget 2023

5 Election of the financial auditors 2023

6 Miscellaneous

Agenda

4.2.6 Board Member

4.2.7 Board Member

4.2.8 Board Member
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Minutes of the 

Members‘ Meeting 2022

Jahresabschluß-Vermögensübersicht 2017.pdf
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2.1 President‘s report 

2. Report of the Board
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25th anniversary

• Open Grid Europe GmbH

• Dr. Donié Geo-Consult GmbH

20th anniversary

• Step Oiltools GmbH
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75 Years Unternehmensgruppe Beermann
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Membership 

development
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Regular Members (9)

• SUBTERRA SAS, France

• FESTA SPA, Italy

• O‘Connor Utilities Ltd., UK

• EBC Glasfasertechnik GmbH, Germany

• TELXA GmbH, Germany 

• Max Bögl Stiftung & Co. KG, Germany

• Pfaffinger-Beermann PB Drill & 

Energietechnik GmbH, Germany

• Epping Rohrvortrieb GmbH + Co. KG, 

Germany

• EHB Horizontalbohrtechnik GmbH, 

Germany

SSU

Associate Members (12)

• NOV (National Oilwell Varco), UK

• Bofram Techniek BV, The Netherlands

• Orsted, UK

• Tramann & Sohn GmbH & Co. KG, Germany

• Blitzconsult, Germany

• Vector Magnetics LLC, USA

• Hypertunnel Ltd., UK

• Drilling Fluids Solutions Germany GmbH

• GHS Separationstechnik GmbH, Germany 

• Parker Wellbore, UK 

• Amprion GmbH, Germany

• Atanasiu & Skills, Romania

New Members since the Members‘ Meeting 2022
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Regular Members (1)

• Meischen Leitungsbau GmbH

Associate Members (5)

• Normag

• Deme Offshore NL BV

• Reduct Pipeline Mapping Systems

• GWG Grevenbroich 

• GP Gerd Paulisch

Exits since the Members‘ Meeting 2022 
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Mid March 2023

155 Members

• 63 Regular Members

• 92 Associate Members
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Member countries in the DCA
(Status March 2023)

Country Number of members

Germany 96

Netherlands 14

UK 11

Poland 7

France/USA 6

And others….
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Activities 2022/2023
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24th/25th 
November  

H+ Hotel Köln 
Brühl

02nd March 2022 
M-Teams Meeting

04th May 2022
Hotel Inside Melia Aachen, 

M-Teams Meeting

15th June 2022
DCA-Office Aachen,
M-Teams Meeting 

21st September 2022
DCA-Office Aachen,
M-Teams Meeting

26th January 2022

Patentkrug Hotel, 

Oldenburg

Board meetings

08th February 2023 

DCA-Office Aachen

28th March 2023

Patentkrug Hotel, 

Oldenburg 

19th January 2022

M-Teams Meeting
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• As hybrid event in Oldenburg, Patentkrug hotel

• 21 participants on site

• 53 participants (40 companies) via Zoom

• 140 members in the DCA (12 new members, 2 

departures)

Members‘ Meeting 2022
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• Continuation of task groups 2, 3 and 4

• Cooperation in the DVGW task group GW 340 

• Sponsorship programme, sponsoring of a thesis retroactively 

for 2021, candidate for 2022 already in sight

• Reports from the DCA representatives from Italy, Spain, the 

UK and France 

• Current developments in the HDD industry 

• Board election

Board member Scott Stone re-elected after change of 

company

Members‘ Meeting 2022
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26th Annual Congress Stratford-upon-Avon, UK 

• „To drill or not to drill – that‘s the question“

• 146 participants

• Second time after 2012 in the UK

• Guest lecture on the topic „Don‘t f* up the 

landing“ from Heinz Leuters, Leuters Consulting

• Energy transition and environmental protection 

as topics
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Annual Congress

GOLD Sponsors
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Annual Congress

double SILVER Sponsor
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Many thanks to all sponsors!!!
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Topic „To drill or not to drill – that‘s

the question“ • Guest lecture DON'T F**K UP THE LANDING

Mastering risks when they occur – Making situation-

specific decisions

• Topics on the energy transition

• Swarm Robotics in underground construction and the 

fully electric HDD Jobsite 

• Many other interesting HDD projects

• Workshops on the topics „The role of drilling mud in 

the borehole“ and „Accuracy in HDD-drillings“ 
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Impressions from the congress room… 
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Workshops  

Workshop 1 The role of the drilling mud in the borehole

Workshop 2 Accuracy in HDD drillings
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Workshop 1 German

Head

Marc Schnau, Vice-President DCA

Stefan Gottschalk, SIRIUS ES Deutschland GmbH

Ferenc Kriwitzki, Cebo/Baroid IDP

Workshop 1 English

Head

Marco Reinhard, Vice-President DCA

Henning Söker, AMC Europe GmbH

Krzysztof Debicki, Heads Sp. zo.o

François Gandard, OPTIMUM
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Workshop 2 German

Head

Ronald Siebel, DCA Board Member

Jorn Stoelinga, DCA-President

Workshop 2 English

Head

Jörg Himmerich, DCA Board Member

Scott Stone, DCA-Board
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Participants Participants

Workshop 1: Workshop 2:

German Group: 25 persons German Group:  28 persons   

English Group: 41 persons English Group:   38 persons
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Exhibition 

14 exhibitors

in Stratford!
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Evening event at  Ragley Hall, Alcester
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Impressions of the 

evening…
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Guest: 

The Blues Brothers from Birmingham, 

quick-draw artist George and the musical 

duo The DeeVines
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Were you satisfied?
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Results of the questionnaire (62 filled in formulars)
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Results of the questionnaire

0,0

10,0

20,0

30,0

40,0

50,0

60,0

70,0

80,0

90,0

100,0

very good good satisfactory sufficient bad

Event altogether (%)

0,0

10,0

20,0

30,0

40,0

50,0

60,0

70,0

80,0

90,0

100,0

yes no

Recommendation (%)



48

Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Results of the questionnaire
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Results of the questionnaire
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Results of the questionnaire
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Results of the questionnaire
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Networking / Exchange of experiences

Workshops

Music at Gala dinner too loud

Results of the questionnaire



53

Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)



54

Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Member Forum 

Aachen

Members‘

Meeting

Oldenburg,

Patentkrug Hotel

Events and Education courses 2022  

Foto von Scott

No Dig Berlin

GSTT

GW 329

courses

Bohrmeister-

schule Celle
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Further 

education due to 

GW 329, 

Kassel

26th 

Annual 

Congress 

Stratford-

upon-Avon

UK

Events – Ausbildungskurse - Seminare 2022  

Training 

Courses in the 

Netherlands

at Deltares

Trenchless 

Engineering 

Conference

Krakow, 

Poland

Training 

courses in the 

Netherlands

at Deltares
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35th 

Oldenburg 

Pipe Forum

Umgang mit 
HDD-

Bohrspülungen 
und 

labortechnisches 
Praktikum

35. 
Rohrleitungs-

forum

Events – postponed
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No Dig Berlin – GSTT

• In combination with the Pipeline Technology Conference (PTC)        at the ESTREL Congress Centre, at 

at the ESTREL Congress Centre, Berlin

• Presentation by board member Scott Stone on 

“the selection of tools for an HDD well depending on 

the respective ground information”
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• European Headquarter of Ditch Witch, Barcelona

• Coorperation with American Augers, Subsite, Hammerhead

and Trencor

• Despite Corona 250 participants, DCA participate with a stand  

• Eye-Catcher „Estimate the Marsh Funnel time for 1 liter of 

drilling fluid”

19. Ditch Witch Customer Day – Barcelona
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• Tomaszowice near Krakow, Poland

• Conference, exhibition, technology show

• Greatest No Dig event in Poland and Eastern-Europe

• Vice-President Marco Reinhard and treasurer Jürgen Muhl on 

site, presentation of the DCA and exciting project from the small 

scale drilling technology

• Various DCA members nominated for awards. GGT Solutions 

S.A. wins in one category.

20th Trenchless Engineering Conference
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• Glauburg-Stockheim, germany, new company site

• Ca. 500 participants during exhibition

• DCA participate with an info stand 

• Networking with companies of south of germany

• New Member: GHS Separationstechnik GmbH 

L-Team Baumaschinen Sommer-Event 2022
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 Continuation of task group 2 - Coating

 Continuation of task group 3 – Revision of the Technical Guidelines

 Continuation of task group 4 – Data acquisition and Logging

 Task group DVGW GW 340 (DCA cooperation)

 Public relations

 Investigation and orientation towards a possible European standard for HDD

Further activities in 2022
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2. Report of the board

2.2 Reports of the departments 
(current DCA projects)
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2.2.1 Task Group 3

Technical Guidelines
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2.2.2 Task Group 2 

Coating
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Task Group 2 

„Pipe casing and coating in 

HDD“ 
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• Brochure „DCA Technical Information No. 6“

• Risk assessment as Excel spreadsheet

→ for DCA-Members for free download on the 
DCA homepage in the member area
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2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Probab-

ility 

Existent 

risk 

[2 x 3]

Probab-

ility 

Existent 

risk 

[2 x 6]

Geology

Abrasiveness 3 0% 0 0% 0 CL/ENG

Weathering degree / fragmentation / fissuring 4 25% 1 0% 0 CL/ENG

Big stones / blocks 3 50% 1,5 25% 0,75 CL/ENG

Sharpness of the fracture planes / breaklines 4 50% 2 50% 2 CL/ENG

Voids 3 25% 0,75 0% 0 CL/ENG

Gravels 3 0% 0 0% 0 CL/ENG

Material selection

Selection of factory coating 3 25% 0,75 0% 0 CL/ENG - HDD

Selection of field joint coating system 3 50% 1,5 25% 0,75 CL/ENG - PC - HDD

Selection of steel pipe diameter 1 0% 0 Aligning the planned diameter with the operational condition 0% 0 CL/ENG

Selection of steel pipe wall thickness 1 25% 0,25
Check if wall thickness could be reduced by using higher steel 

grade
25% 0,25 ENG/CL

Quality of factory coatings

Storage of coated pipes 2 50% 1
Check qualification of the manufacturer, specify and check 

storage conditions
25% 0,5 CL

Transport of coated pipes 2 50% 1
Selection of qualified carrier, specify and check transport 

conditions 
25% 0,5 CL

Careful study of the geotechnical report to decide on the 

materials

1

Sufficient and informative soil report to get good knowledge 

of presence and location of critical formations, adjusting the 

drilling trajectory to minimize drilling in these formations

Risk Assessment Matrix

Responsible parties 

(descending order) 
Mitigation measures to reduce risk factor

After mitigation

Risk Potentials

Before mitigation

Risk 

potential

Abrevation

HDD HDD Contractor

PC Pipeline Contractor

ENG Client Engineer

CL Client

4 3 2 1

(very critical) (critical) (controllable) (minor)

0% (inexistent) 0,00 0,00 0,00

0,50

25% (low) 1,00 0,75 0,50 0,25

50% (medium) 2,00 1,50 1,00

Risk assessment
Risk potential

P
ro

b
a
b

il
it

y

100% (substantial) 4,00 3,00 2,00 1,00

75% (high) 3,00 2,25 1,50 0,75

0,00
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DCA 

Task Group 4 

Data Acquisition & Logging 
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Background 

Different information could be useful to various parties / 
stakeholders

• Drilling Rig Manufactures 

• Drilling Contractors (internal evaluation)

• Clients 

• Consultants 

• Tooling and Component Suppliers

• Third Party Experts

• Insurers 
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Background 

• Participants in the task group include

– Contractors

– Drilling Rig Manufactures

– Engineers

– Drilling services providers 
• (Steering systems / Data Recording Companies) 

Initial Meetings have defined different elements of information 
which ideally should be provided at different stages of data 
recovery.
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Background 

• Stages of Digitization

• Elements to be included

• Frequency (Refresh rate)

• Currently 43 Elements 

have been identified

15 Elements Stage 0*

8   Elements Stage 1

15 Elements Stage 2

5 Elements Stage 3

* Some elements are 

recording project parameters.
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4 Stages of Data Recovery 

Stage 0
– Manual Recording of drilling data (if required) (steering tool digital data only)

• Stage 1
– Recovery of Essential Push Pull / Rotational Torque / RPM via digital interface /retro fit 

• Stage 2
– Recovery of above + additional drilling parameters

• Stage 3
– Full integration of all drilling parameters including drilling parameters and pilot hole 

position
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Stage 0

• Possibly the only digital drilling data at this stage could be the 
pilot position tracking

• Providing data my not even be a contractual requirement  

• Minimal if any form of data recording especially on smaller 
scale drilling operations

• Visible information could be drilling rig pressure requiring 
conversion
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Stage 1

• This would include recovery of primary drilling parameters 
– Push

– Pull 

– Rotational Torque 

– RPM 

– Pump Volume  / Pressure

• Via digital interface on the rig or retro fitted option. 
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Stage 2
• Down time

• Actual drilling Speed

• Connection Time (wireline)

• Predefined limit alerts

• Outside drilling tolerance (pilot drilling)

• Within acceptable pull back limits (pull back)

• Downhole pressure (pilot operation)

• Rig Carriage Speed & Position

• Direct readout of Pull force on Product line (if required)

• Integration of survey system (synchronised)
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Stage 3

• Integration of different systems and self regulating

– Regulating and automatically adding water bentonite as needed

– Drilling fluid automatically checked and adjusted as required 

based on returning flow from the borehole

– Fluid tanks monitored / conditioned and fluid transferred as 

needed  
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Next Steps

• Establish contact with;

– Drilling Rig Manufactures 
• Establish Outputs and frequency of data from current Machines

• Telematic software currently offered 

– Associated Equipment Manufactures and Providers 
• Outputs available from different systems 

– Advise on how recorded data can be stored including viewing both live and post 
project 
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To Conclude 

• The recording of digital data is already and will continue 
to be a major factor of HDD installations moving forward.

• We are still at the stage where you can have an input 
and support for the task group and would welcome 
additional DCA members to join. 
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”Data is like garbage. You'd better know what you    

are going to do with it before you collect it." 

- Mark Twain
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2.2.4 Task Group 5

Subsoil
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Förderprogramm HDD-Technik 

2.2.5 Training and further education
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Training and further education at the DCA

According to the statutes of the DCA, the purpose of the association is 

to

„to keep the technical standards for horizontal directional drilling, to 

promote and to develop, especially by

…

3. Promotion of further education and training

… „ 
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DCA-Members‘ Forum HDD-Technology 2022

2020 2022
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DCA-Members‘ Forum HDD-Technology since 2018

20182018 2019
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Webinar Subsoil

Subsoil for HDD Loose Rock Drilling and 

Drilling Technology 2023

Subsoil for HDD Rock Drilling 2023
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HDD training event in accordance to DVGW GW 329 in 

Kassel, especially for technical supervisors
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HDD training event in accordance to DVGW GW 329 in 

Kassel, especially for technical supervisors

• 114 

Participants 

• Technical 

direction

Marco 

Reinhard

• Three 

specialist 

lectures 

+Training in 

construction 

contract law
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Training courses for 

• Skilled supervisor (HDD Specialist)

• Site manager

• Machine operator (Driller)

für Horizontal Directional Drilling

Training courses according to DVGW GW 329 for 

specialist companies
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Courses skilled supervisor A and B, site manager A and B 

as well as courses machine operator A and B courses in 

face-to-face classes

Training courses 2023 according to DVGW GW 329 
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Participants 2023
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Specialist for mud technology for 

HDD construction measures

Further education seminar

• Expertise in HDD mud technology

• Application of drilling mud on HDD construction sites

• Laboratory practical course
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HDD 1 <40t -17 participants

HDD2 >40t -15 participants

Day Course HDD

23.01.-

27.01.2023

16.01.-

20.01.2023

Training in the Netherlands at Deltares Academy in Delft

25.05.2023
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35th Oldenburg Pipe Forum 2023
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2.2.6 Task Group GW340 (DVGW, Germany)
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DIN 30340 – Part 1

• The yellow print / draft has been available since 12/2022.
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Objections

The task group is currently processing the objections and 

comments.
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DIN 30340 – Part 1 – Content

1 Anwendungsbereich

2 Normative Verweisungen

3 Begriffe

4 Ummantelungen

4.1 Allgemeines

4.2 Faserzementmörtelummantelungen

4.2.1 Vorbereitung der Oberfläche

4.2.2 Herstellen des Faserzementmörtels

4.2.3 Aufbringen der FZM-Schicht

4.2.4 Ausgangsstoffe

4.2.5 Frischmörtel und erhärtete Mörtelproben

4.2.6 FZM in Kontakt mit Böden und Grundwasser

4.3 Glasfaserverstärkte Kunststoffummantelungen 

(GFK)
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DIN 30340 – Teil 1 – Inhalt (ff)

4.3.1 Vorbereitung der Oberfläche

4.3.2 Herstellen der glasfaserverstärkten Kunststoffummantelung

4.3.3 Ausgangsstoffe

4.4 Thermoplastische Kunststoffummantelungen (PP und PA-U)

4.4.1 Vorbereitung der Oberfläche

4.4.2 Herstellung der thermoplastischen mechanischen 

Schutzummantelung

4.4.3 Ausgangsstoffe

5   Anforderungen an die fertigen Ummantelungen

5.1 Allgemeines

5.2 FZM

5.3 GfK

5.4 Thermoplastische Kunststoffummantelungen

6 Kennzeichnung

7 Prüfbescheinigungen

8 Prüfberichte
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DIN 30340 – Part 2

Work on content well advanced.
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2.2.7 Sponsorship program
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2.2.7.1 General update 

• We have supported two students so far:

o Johannes Rotter 

o Adam Lisowski

• Johannes Rotter 

o The work is completed and will be presented later.

• Adam Lisowski

o Participation in the annual congress in UK

o Requesting data on HDD projects from members
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Adam Lisowski

• Title: " Accuracy of Horizontal Directional Drilling"

• Participation in the annual congress in UK

• Requesting data on HDD projects from members

• Completion of work: 06/2023 or 07/2023

• Data was provided by DCA members.
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2.2.7.2 Presentation J. Rotter

Noise emissions on HDD construction sites
Investigations to reduce noise emissions on HDD construction sites

supported by
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bachelor thesis
Topic: Noise emissions on HDD construction sites

University: Jade University of Applied Sciences Oldenburg

First examiner: Dr. techn. Till-Heinrich Carstens

Second examiner: Dipl.-Ing. Ernst-Georg Fengler

submission: Dezember 2021

Colloquium: Januar 2022
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Structure
Problem

Risks and dealing with noise emissions

Legal requirements

Sound generation and propagation

Noise emissions and reduction

Perspective noise protection measures

Conclusion
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Problem

→ Growing energy demand

→ More complex sections

→ More machines

→ Higher noise pollution

→ Increasing risks for those involved

→ Legislator sets limit values for noise levels

→ Noise protection measures required
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Risk of noise emissions

• Physiological impairment

• Mental stress / noise stress

• impairment of performance

• Long-term health consequences
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Legal requirements

• Distinction between emission and immission location

• General Administrative Regulation for Protection against Construction Noise (AVV Baulärm)

– Construction site environment

– Time correction is deducted from maximum level deflection

– Night time: 8 pm – 7 am
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Sound generation

• Structure-borne noise

– Shocks, rolling noise, friction, 

magnetic fields

• Airborne sound

– Turbulence, shocks, pulsations

• Liquid noise

– Turbulence, shocks, pulsations, 

cavitation
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Sound propagation

• Point and line sources spread out differently

• On HDD construction sites, mainly point source

– Generators, pumps, separation plants, ...

• Sounds consist of several tones with different frequencies



113

Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Sound propagation

• High-frequency tones can be attenuated better than low-frequency tones

• Maximum attenuation due to distance between source and receiver

– Geometric attenuation: By doubling the distance, the sound level decreases by 6 dB (frequency-

independent; applies to point sources)

– Air damping: conversion of sound vibrations into thermal energy (high-frequency tones: greater 

attenuation)

• Influencing factors: weather, wind, ground effect, natural sound screens, ...
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Sound Propagation – Geometric Attenuation

A doubling of the distance reduces 

the sound level by 6 dB:

LEP1 = 76 dB r1 = 10 m

r2 = r1 * 2 = 20m

𝐿𝐸𝑃2 = 𝐿𝐸𝑃1 − 20 ∗ 𝑙𝑔
𝑟2

𝑟1

𝐿𝐸𝑃2 = 76 𝑑𝐵 − 20 ∗ 𝑙𝑔
20

10

𝐿𝐸𝑃2 = 70 𝑑𝐵 = 76 𝑑𝐵 − 6 𝑑𝐵

point source
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Sound propagation – Resulting sound level

Resulting sound level from several equal noise sources:

number of equal sound sources sound level decrease
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Sound propagation – Resulting sound level

Resulting sound level from multiple, unequal noise sources:

𝐿 = 10 𝑙𝑔

𝑖

100,1𝐿𝑖

𝐿 = 10 ∗ lg (107,1 + 109,2 + 109,8)

𝐿 = 98,98 𝑑𝐵

𝐿 = 99 𝑑𝐵

Drilling rig: 71 dB(A)

Mixing tank: 92 dB(A)

High pressure pump: 98 dB(A)
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Noise emissions – measures

• Constructive measures (active)

• Reduction through sound screens (passive)

• Further measures

High frequencies are attenuated more effectively, which is why information on the effectiveness of a noise 

protection measure can only be provided to a limited extent
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Constructive measures

• Direct intervention at the noise source

• (Decisive) emission-triggering source & type of sound generation must be identified
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Constructive measures

Most common causes and solutions:

– Suction of air → use of silencers

– Emission of exhaust gases → use of silencers

– rattling attachments → elastic connections; clamps; 

Rubber seals

– Unfavorable motor mount → optimized, elastic bearing

– booming housing → increase the weight of the sheets, anti-drone mats, 

sound-absorbing material

– Defects in machine parts → continuous maintenance
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Constructive measures

Silencer

sound absorbing
material

Rubber seal
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Reduction through sound screens

• Encapsulation of the construction site from the construction site environment or enclosing 

individual machines and systems

→ Obstacle between emission and immission location

• decisive emission source and environment of the construction site determine the height and 

design of the sound screen

• Effectiveness of natural obstacles is increased by cladding with absorbent material

• Natural sound screens: 

– Rows of houses, groups of trees, hedges, walls, earth elevations and subsidences
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Reduction through sound screens

• Sound walls

• soundproofing mats 

• Walls made of overseas 

containers

• Encapsulation

– Directly connected to machine

• Enclosures

– Fixed temporary structures not 

connected to the machinery

Ventilation can be
impaired!
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Reduction through sound screens

– Gaps and openings reduce sound attenuation

→ Making openings with silencers

– Spec. Weight of the sound screens min. 10 - 20 kg/m² for 

sufficient attenuation

• Too low weight causes natural vibrations

• For noises from 1000 Hz, 8 kg/m² (1mm steel) is sufficient.

• Doubling of material thickness results in sound level reduction of 6 dB

– Width of sound screens:

• Minimum width of the sound source + twice the screen height H on each side

• Reduce shielding by up to 5 dB with only single screen height H
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Further measures

• Targeted positioning of the construction site equipment

– Maximize distance between emission sites and office and social containers

– Place storage and workshop containers between emission locations and office and social containers 

that are required anyway

– Local impact only

• Change of drive systems

– Electric drives emit significantly less noise than combustion engines

– Cost-intensive measure

• Intelligent power generation

– Power generator combined with energy storage

– Power generation runs when energy demand is high, energy is required when storage is low
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Prospective noise protection measures

• Noise measurement at recycling unit

– Locating the Authoritative Sound Source

– Presumption: Screen attachments

• Structure of the measurement:

– Screen attachments weighed down by 

sandbags

– Three measuring instruments measure 

under full load

– Various temporary improvements tried

X X

X

X = sound level meter
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Prospective noise protection measures

• recycling unit:

– Tank for flushing separated from cuttings

– Screen attachments with vibration motors

– Centrifugal pumps for transfer of flushing to 

cyclones and screen attachments

• Construction of recycling plants always 

according to the same principle, therefore 

transferable to other units
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Prospective noise protection measures

Vibration motors cause the entire system to 

vibrate

• Loose parts hit each other

• Discharge chutes and push-in railings particularly 

hard hit

Temporary fixing of the railings resulted in 

sound level reduction of 6 – 10 dB

• Elastic connection reduces vibrations / sound 

generation
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Prospective noise protection measures

discharge chutes

• Only loosely connected to the system (chain 

connection)

– Rigid connection reduces "rattling" of discharge 

chutes

• Made of thin sheet metal, prone to roar

– Anti-drone mats on the bottom increase specific 

gravity and decrease droning
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Prospective noise protection measures

centrifugal pumps

• Located in the lower part of the complex

• No encapsulation of the pumps

• Were identified as the decisive sound source 

during the measurement
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Prospective noise protection measures

centrifugal pumps

• Encapsulation seems to be the best solution 

for noise reduction

• Screen printing plates are provisionally placed 

in front of pumps

• Despite only having a provisional solution with 

gaps, the noise level could be reduced by 3 –

4 dB
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Prospective noise protection measures

Solution for centrifugal pumps:

• Encapsulation with fixed soundproofing elements 

or loose, thick truck tarpaulins, rubber mats or 

special soundproofing mats

– The emission level of the centrifugal pumps can be 

reduced by an estimated 15 – 20 dB by 

encapsulation

• Loose connection allows for easier maintenance 

and repairs

• Openings for outgoing pipelines must be closed 

completely and tightly
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Prospective noise protection measures

• The main source of noise is shifted to the 

upper area of the system

• Shielding of the noise emissions by housing 

makes the most sense for the upper plant 

area

– Solid housing very robust

– Enclosure made of soundproofing mats, lower 

transport costs
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Conclusion

• Noise harms people in a number of ways

• Constant innovations in noise protection protect those involved on construction sites

• Frequency composition has a strong impact on the effectiveness of noise abatement 

measures

– High-frequency sounds can be shielded better than low-frequency ones

• Constructive measures offer the greatest benefit for active noise protection
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Outlook – Sponsorship program 2023

• Do you have a topic for the sponsorship program?

• Do you know a student who is eligible for the sponsorship program?

• Students or universities are welcome to contact me:

https://dca-europe.org/sponsorshiphdd

joerg.himmerich@veenkergmbh.de
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2. Report of the board

2.3 Report of the DCA-Representatives 

(Italy, Spain, UK, France,

Scandinavia)
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DCA-Representative Italy
Renzo Chirulli, Vermeer
Report: March 2023  
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Current regular members, Italy

• Anese Spa

• Festa Spa
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MAY 24-26

2023

Around 30 HDD Italian companies (mostly in the 

small-scale drills) are expected to attend the event. 

It will be an undebatable opportunity for promoting 

the membership to DCA. 
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Candidate members, Italy

Large scale drilling contractors

Max 1070 kN

Max 1470 kN

Max 3900 kN 

Three regular candidate members One associated candidate member

Large EPC contractor

> 13.5 k employes
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DCA-Representative Spain, Portugal

Brian Jorgensen, Ditch Witch
Report: March 2023   

Market overview



141

Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)



142

Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Content:

➢FTTH update

➢Electric grid projects

➢Renewable energy projects

➢Gas- Hydrogen projects
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Communication - FTTH

Telefonica wants achieve 100% penetration by 2025 and lead the implementation of 5G
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Communication – FTTH – 5G

All the provincial capitals and autonomous cities, 100% of the cities with more than 50,000 
inhabitants and 98% of those with more than 20,000 inhabitants, as well as small towns in 
all the autonomous communities already have 5G, (Telefonica).
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Electric grid - projects

INELFE projects

This project will increase the 

exchange capacity from 2,800 to 

5,000 MW. Work to be realized 2023 

- 2026
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Canary Islands turning towards green electricity

Will be 100% fossil free by 2040.

A 40 km long cable (36 km on seabed) will 

connect La Gomera with Tenerife.
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Renewable projects

• Francisco Pizarro' project in Extremadura, 

the largest photovoltaic plant in Europe

• The plant has an installed capacity of 590

megawatts. 

• Will generate enough clean energy to 

supply more than 334,000 homes –

• Will prevent the emission of 150,000 

tonnes of CO2 into the atmosphere per 

year.
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NG- and Hydrogen gas pipes

➢ EU Target: 40 gigawatts (GW) of 
electrolyser capacity in the EU to 
generate green hydrogen by 2030. 

➢ Spain aims to install 4GW, whereas 
Portugal expects to contribute to the EU 
goal with 2–2.5GW.

➢ To be operational by 2030
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Thank You!
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DCA-Representative UK
Scott Stone, Michels Corp.
Report: March 2023 

Overview
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Current Status 

• HDD Market is buoyant and continues to grow 
– Relative to both Large- & Small-Scale Drilling Contractors

• Particular areas requiring HDD services are :-
– Upcoming Offshore Wind Projects 

• Large scale HDDs Landfalls and Outfalls

– Upgrading of onshore networks

• Small / Medium / Large Scale Rigs Needed

– One off Special projects

• Anglian Water  - Strategic Pipeline Alliance

• SLP – Southampton London Pipeline 90km New Fuel Pipeline

• HS2 – Relocation of services for new Rail Network 

• Brexit – Continues to be challenging  
– Solutions are being found to personnel movement 

– Equipment movement is possible cross boarder  

– Rules and regulations continue to be a challenge
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Current Status 

–

UK Offshore Wind
• Worldwide leaders at the forefront of 

offshore wind development

• Developing Floating offshore wind 

• UK’s electricity usage 62 GW

• Offshore Wind 10.2 GW end of 2021

• Wind energy generated peaked at 20 

GW for the first time at the end of 

2022!
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The future 

• The UK government has set a target to achieve 40 GW of 
offshore wind capacity by 2030, up from the current capacity of 
10.4 GW

• UK's net-zero emissions target by 2050.
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Scotland's Plans for the future 
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To Summarise

• The HDD Market remains buoyant and continues to grow

• Growth of offshore wind to continue

• Increased infrastructure requirements onshore

• Working in Europe and European Companies working in 

the UK is starting to becoming more manageable
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DCA-Representative France
François Gandard, OPTIMUM
Report: March 2023 

Overview
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France
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Situation 2022

3 Associates Members :

• HDDP Solutions, Denis PELLERIN

• FOREXI, trenchless engineering

• OPTIMUM, trenchless engineering

3 Regular Members :

• HDI, maxi rigs

• GENDRY, mainly small scale HDD

• SUBTERRA, Rehabilitation, HDD & Microtunnel

Forexi

Gendry

HDI

HDDP

Optimum

Subterra
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Perspectives 2023
Approached in 2022:

• Coquart: Join DCA last week,
• Huré: could potentially be interested,
• FNO: could potentially be interested,
• BIR: could potentially be interested,
• For Drill: could potentially be interested,

Convince major Owners to join :

• RTE: will join this year (see next slide),
• TEREGA: will probably re-join this year,

intention to attend the annual congress,
• GRT GAZ: could potentially be interested,
• ENEDIS: will be contacted this year.

Other associate members :

• CPMAT: could potentially be interested,
• EURETEQ: maybe

Partnership with FSTT on Technical Guideline to be finalized

CPMAT

Coquart

For Drill

Huré

FNO
RTE

BIR

TEREGA

EURETEQ
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Adhesion 2023

• Responsible for the Transport of electricity in France,

• One of the biggest owner in France, that must burry all its overhead power lines,
except those in very mountainous areas,

• A lot of HDDs bought every year, all over the country : estimated 100+ HDDs per
year for the next 3 years,

• A new unit specialized in trenchless crossings has been created in Paris : they will
advise local agencies and will be the ones to attend to DCA congress and events.

• Yann DELANNE is at the head of this department and decided to join following to
our intervention last autumn.
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Adhesion 2023

• Company employing 50 people, mainly in HDD business, based in the North of
France

• Company running 9 rigs, from 3 to 110 tons,

• Turn over around 10 – 12 M€,

• Working mainly in France, but also in the French territories overseas,

• François COQUART is at the head of the company.
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French HDD market

The French HDD market should keep on booming in 2023 :

✓ Cable laying is the main part :

o RTE for transport (they have a lot of Datacenters to connect) and connections to the offshore
wind farms + inter countries (Spain, Ireland),

o ENEDIS for distribution,

✓ Gas transport is also active with hydrogen and decarbonation projects :

o GRT Gaz in France throughout the country, except for the southwest

o TEREGA in the southwest area,

o GrDF for distribution,

✓ Telecommunication for installing fiber to home (almost done in France),

✓ Public utilities are also active, but more for microtunneling

Union of French directional drilling companies created in 2022.
They negotiate with main Owners to obtain a renegotiation of the sales price of framework
contracts (ENEDIS / GRDF)

Perspective are favourable for  HDD in the Country
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DCA-Representative Scandinavia
Benny Jensen, Dantonit A/S 
Report: March 2023 

Overview













February 2023

Kontrolordningernes Sekretariat
c/o DI Dansk Byggeri
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2. Report of the Board 

2.4 Treasurers‘ Report
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Annual Accounts 2022

Jahresabschluß-Vermögensübersicht 2017.pdf
Präsentation/07_Jahresabschl._Verm._2018_deut.pdf
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Financial Statement 2022

Jahresabschluß-Vermögensübersicht 2017.pdf
Präsentation/07_Jahresabschl._Verm._2018_deut.pdf
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Silke Goldschmidt (WBW GmbH)

Dan Lingenauber (Tracto-Technik GmbH & Co. KG)

2. Report of the Board

2.5 Report of the financial auditors
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3. Exonoration of the Board
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4. Business year 2023
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4.1 Change of Statutes
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Articles of Association (Unofficial translation)

Last Resolution of the members' meeting of 13rd February 2019

Last revision registered on 24th January 2020 VR 1860, District Court Mönchengladbach

Proposals for changes

.... New passage

The DCA members' meeting may decide on the following changes in the current statutes

§9 No. 2:
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§9 The members' meeting

(2) The members' meeting should be held once a year.

The members' meeting may also be held using electronic communication (e.g. by

phone or video conference) or in a mixed meeting with members attending both live

and via video conference/other media/phone.

It is up to the board discretion whether the members' meeting shall be held as a live

event, via electronic communication or as a mixed meeting with both members present

and attending using video conference/other media/phone.
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4. Business year 2023

4.2 Board election
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Some information regarding the election of the board 
members

• Board members are normally elected for 2 years

• To ensure some continuity on the board, in practice many board members stay 

longer in office, (vice) presidents are usually on the board for 6-10 years. It is a 

commitment!!! 

• The workload ranges from 1 day/month to 1 day/week!

• You need to be available for the highlights

• A balanced distribution among the different members is 

advantageous for the work
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Technical information to the election

▪ All participants on site have received a voting card and represent their 

company in the course of the election.

▪ Companies that can only participate via Zoom have determined who is 

entitled to vote for their company in accordance with the invitation before 

the election begins.

▪ Voting in the room is done by lifting the voting card. 

▪ Voting via Zoom is possible.
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4.2.1 President

4.2.2 Vice-President (Small scale drilling)

4.2.3 Vice-President (Large scale drilling)

4.2.4 Vice-President (Associate members)

4.2.5 Treasurer

4.2.6 Board member

4.2.7 Board member 

4.2.8 Board member 

The following positions are up for election
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Election of  the President 

Proposal of the Board:

Re-election Jorn Stoelinga, 

LMR Drilling GmbH

Board acitivities:

Since 2019  President of the DCA

2017-2019 Vice-President

2015-2017 Representative for Further Education
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Election of  the Vice-President (Small Scale Drilling) 

Proposal of the Board:

Re-election Marco Reinhard, 

Leonhard Weiss GmbH & Co. KG

Board acitivities:

Since 2019  Vice-President Small Scale Drilling

2015-2019 Representative Public Relations
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Election of  the Vice-President (Large Scale Drilling) 

Proposal of the Board:

Re-election Atef Khemiri

Horizontal Drilling International SA (HDI)

Board acitivities:

Since 2019   Vice-President Large Scale Drilling

2018-2019 Representative for technical issues

2016-2018  Representative for member support
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Election of  the Vice-President (Associate Members) 

Proposal of the Board:

Re-election Marc Schnau, 

x-plan schnau engineering 

Board acitivities:

Since 2021 Vice-President (Associate Members) 

2019-2021   Board member

2017-2019 President of the DCA

2016-2017 Vice-President

2010-2016 Representative of member support
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Election of  the Treasurer 

Proposal of the Board:

Re-election Jürgen Muhl, Step Oiltools

Board acitivities:

Since 2010 Treasurer

2005-2010   Representative for member support
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Election of  the Board Member 

Proposal of the Board:

Re-election Scott Stone, 

Michels Trenchless GmbH 

Board acitivity:

Since 2019  Board Member 

Since 2020 Representative of the DCA for UK and Ireland
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Election of the Board Member 

Proposal of the Board:

Re-election Jörg Himmerich, 

Dr.-Ing. Veenker Ingenieurgesellschaft mbH 

Board acitivities:

Since 2021 Board member
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Election of  the Board Member 

Proposal of the Board:

Re-election Ronald Siebel, 

Tennet TSO GmbH 

Board activities:

Since 2021 Board member
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4. Business year 2023

4.3 Resolution of the Members‘ fees
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Update to the Members’ fees

o general cost increases

o necessary adjustments in parts of the financial budget,

o last fee adjustment took place seven years ago on 01st January 2016

Proposal of the board:

Increase of the fees of 10% applicable from 01.01.2023
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Explanation

o Implementation of the Board's objective: "The DCA should become more

European",

✓ Higher investment in members meeting, task Groups, congress planning,

forums, workshops, PR (e.g. Congresses in Europe).

o Expansion of the areas of responsibility of the office/Management e.g.

✓ Introduction and support of DCA representatives

✓ Organisation and preparation of the DCA Members' Forum

✓ More time-intensive preparation of the annual congresses
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Explanation

✓ Time-intensive maintenance of the new DCA website with extensive members' area

as well as provision of an archive.

✓ Expansion of the existing DCA member database with SQL connection, link to the

association's website, etc.

✓ Reactivation of the sponsorship programme for students

✓ Support in DCA Task Groups
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Proposal Fees - 01.01.2023
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4. Business year 2023

4.4 Tasks and Goals 2023/24
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Tasks and Goals 2023/24

▪ Finalization of the Technical Guidelines (5th Edition)  

▪ Continuation of the Task Groups

▪ Oldenburger Rohrleitungsforum with lectures and stand

▪ 5th Members' Forum in Aachen

▪ 27th Annual Congress in Leipzig

▪ Preparation and implementation of the training courses in Kassel (DVGW)

▪ DCA in den Social Media (LinkedIn…)

▪ 7 Board meetings

▪ Preparation of the members' meeting 2024

▪ Support of member activities and events ...and more!
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Member Forum 2023 

Venue: Novotel, Aachen

„Accuracy in HDD-Drillings “
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27th DCA Annual Congress in Leipzig
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Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Sponsors of Annual Congress 2023
GOLD-Sponsoring
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Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Sponsors of Annual Congress

SILVER Sponsoring
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Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Sponsors of Annual Congress
BRONZE Sponsoring
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Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

A big thank you to all our sponsors 

2023!!
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Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Further education according to worksheet GW329, Kassel
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4. Business year 2023

4.5 Budget 2023

Präsentation/11_Budget_2019_deut.pdf
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5. Election of the financial auditors 2023
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6. Miscellaneous
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• Emails from DCA will normally be sent by either Mr Dietmar Quante or
Mrs Antje Quante. Email address will be xxx@dca-europe.org

• If any emails from me, they will normally be sent from my company
email address jorn.stoelinga@lmr-drilling.de

• We will not ask for any money other than your annual fee, congress
participation, technical guidelines etc. These will however be proper 
invoices!

mailto:xxx@dca-europe.org
mailto:jorn.stoelinga@lmr-drilling.de
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Drilling Contractors Association (DCA-Europe)

Many thanks for your attention!

Stay safe!

See you at the IRO, Members Forum, 

Annual Congress…  
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